
There is no doubt that 2016 proved to be 
a difficult year for a number of reasons.  
There were a number of unprecedented  

attacks on media freedoms, including an attempt 
to limit the Freedom of Information Act, the jailing 
of journalists’ sources and an attempt to implement 
section 40 of the Crime and Courts Act.  The Institute 
campaigned on all these matters - detailed more fully 
later in this report.

The Independent newspaper ceased to exist in physical 
form, and can now only be found in an online version, 
and the local press also suffered numerous closures.  
Trinity Mirror did try to buck the trend by launching 
a new national daily called New Day, but the enterprise 
was short-lived and the paper was closed after a few 
short weeks.

A new press regulator, Impress, was approved by the 
government’s Press Recognition Panel.  The industry 
has largely shunned the new regulator with most 
publications opting to be regulated by the IPSO, the 
industry formed regulator.

FINANCE:
This was another challenging year for the Institute’s 
finances.  Income dramatically dropped in 2015 and 
it dropped again in 2016 due to a fall in subscription 
income.  The outgoing expenses were successfully 
managed in order to limit the effect of the reduced 
income, however the result was that the General Fund’s 
accounts show a small deficit of £811.

The drop in the number of journalists being 
employed was the most likely cause of the reduction 
in subscription income.  The Chief Executive and 
Honorary Treasurer were aware of the fall in income 
year on year and kept a vigilant eye on matters in order 
to manage any continuing downturn.  Expenses were 
managed accordingly so as to limit the damage caused.

During the year, the Institute was obliged, through 
regulation, to set up a pension scheme for all 
employees.  Although this would have limited effect 
in terms of ongoing costs, because there would not, at 
this stage, be any participants in the scheme, there was 
an initial cost burden of implementation.

The disbursement to the IoJ (TU) was £69,300 and 
a healthy cash balance was maintained in that fund.  
The 2016 accounts show a small profit to the tune 
of £1,460.

The Institute’s charitable funds have supported 
members and their families with financial help 
totalling £58,064 (2015 - £55,200).

The Institute’s Council is confident that the 
organisation is able to continue to fulfil its obligations 
to its members.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
The Institute’s AGM took place in Bournemouth on 
October 15.  

For the first time in more than a decade members 
voted to increase membership subscriptions.  Members 
discussed wide-ranging issues affecting the industry 
including ethics and the establishment of a charter 
mark.  The merging of the Institute’s charities was also 

discussed, with a view to modernise the support they 
might offer to members and their families.

In the evening, members enjoyed an informal dinner.

HANDOVER
In early March, Mark Croucher was installed as the 
Institute’s President at an event held at Europe House, 
London.  Janice Shillum Bhend was installed as Vice 
President, and will take over the presidential reins 
early in 2018.

FELLOWSHIPS
Amanda Brodie and Dominic Cooper were awarded 
fellowships during the year, in recognition of their 
commitment and work for the Institute.

CAMPAIGN REPORT
The CIoJ’s Professional Practices Board (PPB) has 
campaigned on a wide range of journalism issues and 
threats to media freedom over the past year.

Activities have focused on the following areas of acute 
concern: journalists’ sources; State press regulation 
and resisting implementation of section 40 of the 
Crime and Courts Act 2013; reforming the Freedom 
of Information Act – a campaign against the absolute 
exemption over historical archives for security issues; 
global events menacing international media freedom, 
and the need to fight for public body transparency and 
combat secret justice in the courts.

British journalism has been facing multiple political 
and legal assaults on journalists’ sources in the UK.

Journalists’ sources
In October 2016, we welcomed the quashing, by the 
Court of Appeal, of the conviction of Sun journalist 
Anthony France. This meant that all the journalists 
who had pleaded “not guilty” after being arrested, 
charged and tried by the Metropolitan Police in 
Operation Elveden had been cleared.

Most juries had decided that it had not been in the 
public interest to criminally prosecute journalists 
who had paid public officials for public interest 
stories.

The tragedy of the sources who had been given up 
to the police remains more serious. The majority 
had lost their jobs, been prosecuted, convicted and 
sentenced; many had gone to jail including former 
Belmarsh Prison officer Robert Norman.

The CIoJ was the only organisation of journalists 
to publicly back Robert Norman’s appeal to have 
his conviction quashed. His unmasking by Trinity 
Mirror and News International had a devastating 
effect on him and his family.

He received a two year sentence. He lost his home. 
His wife had a catastrophic breakdown in her health 
as a result of the police raid, investigation and trial.

The CIoJ’s public affirmation for Robert Norman 
garnered support from Professor Roy Greenslade 
in the Guardian and Dominic Ponsford at Press 
Gazette. Although the Court of Appeal ruled against 
him, he now has a media law specialist QC taking 
his case to the European Court of Human Rights 
at Strasbourg.

His legal team will be holding a seminar at Garden 
Court chambers, Lincolns Inn Fields on Tuesday 
November 21, and the PPB has been invited to take 
part and speak.

In October last year the Institute also published a 
media release calling for a change in the law making 
news publishers and journalists legally liable for 
breaching the confidentiality of their sources.

PPB Chairman Tim Crook argued in The 
Conversation that the lack of justice for journalists’ 
sources has been a catastrophe for democracy.

The narrative detail of this case has been extensively 
covered by the Institute’s Journal with articles on the 
significance of Robert Norman’s appeal, and then his 
decision to fight all the way up through the British 
legal system, and then to Europe.

State Press Regulation and Section 40 of the 
Crime and Courts Act 2013
The PPB has been determined to disseminate the 
Institute’s policy on the Press Recognition Panel, 
Royal Charter regulation, IMPRESS and the 
draconian legal cost penalties threatened against 
news publishers refusing to comply.

A media release was written and published to 
condemn the potential farce of double press 
regulation as the Royal Charter’s Press Recognition 
Panel moved closer to approving IMPRESS, a 
rival to the main industry backed regulator IPSO. 
This was followed by condemnation of IMPRESS 
recognition.

A further media release was generated on the PRP’s 
‘inappropriate intervention’ in the government’s 
consultation on whether to implement Section 40 
of the Crime and Courts Act 2013.

Section 40 is regarded as a stick with which the 
UK’s news publishers can be forced to sign up to the 
state-approved regulator IMPRESS. The PPB backed 
the Institute’s consultation with its membership and 
submission to DCMS on Section 40 and Leveson 
Part Two in January 2017.

The PPB Chairman had three articles published in 
The Conversation campaigning on this issue: “Why 
the latest body of UK press regulation is less than 
impressive”; “Stop press! Here’s a ten-point plan 
for regulating the news industry”; and “Why Fleet 
Street is right to fight government-backed regulation 
of the press”.

Freedom of Information Act. Campaign 
against absolute exemption over historical 
archives for security issues
Professor Crook was unsuccessful with his FOI first 
tier tribunal appeal to secure the release of files on 
a Secret Intelligence Officer framed by KGB spy 
Anthony Blunt.

The risks and costs of pursuing further appeals are 
considered too great at this stage; particularly with 
the unsympathetic attitude of the presiding Judge 
whose initial ruling had to be corrected on the 
grounds of inaccuracy.

PPB analysed the case for reform of the absolute 
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exemption in a Journal article titled “Reforming 
FOI to unlock the secrets of Intelligence history”. 
We are planning to use political representations 
in Parliament to persuade the Security Service 
and Secret Intelligence Service to release files on 
Alexander Wilson to the Public Record Office.

In an associated development, the Snoopers’ Charter, 
or Investigatory Powers Act 2016, became law in 
January 2017, and the Law Commission proposed 
reforms of the Official Secrets Act 1989 which the 
PPB thought were far too draconian and damaging 
to journalism. These issues were analysed in a Journal 
article in the Institute Journal “Snoops and Spooks - 
‘Big Brother’ implications for journalists”.

International Media Freedom
The PPB has intervened on the wide range of threats 
to media freedom internationally during the course 
of the last year.

Media releases were generated and published on the 
threats to blackmail Qatar into shutting down Al 
Jazeera and the persecution of journalists in Turkey 
following the failed military coup.

We urged international support for Al Jazeera in 
the face of the demand by Saudi Arabia and other 
Middle East countries that it should be shut down 
by its host country Qatar at:

The Institute also urged the Turkish government to 
restore the application of the European Convention 
of Human Rights and protect the position of the 
country’s journalists and media workers.

In the wake of the failed military coup against 
President Erdogan, the CIoJ said that respect 
for essential human rights such as freedom of 
expression (Article 10), right to life (Article 2) and 
the prohibition of torture and inhumane treatment 
(Article 3) were the best guarantees of democracy 
and peace.

The new US President’s hostile attitude to critical 
media publishers, including the BBC, drew concern 
and analysis from the PPB with the article “Donald 
Trump and Journalists”.

This was echoed in Professor Crook’s contribution 
to the Guardian article on George Orwell and 
Donald Trump.

Transparency and Secret Justice
The PPB believes there is a disturbing trend growing 
for public bodies to avoid transparency and open 
justice in the midst of the Grenfell Tower disaster and 
catastrophic terrorist events experienced in London 
in recent months.

This generated the CIoJ media release at the end of 
June 2017, “Local authorities who shut out media 
and public shut down democracy”.  This coincided 
with an article by Tim Crook in the Conversation in 
which he argued that “Secret justice leaves a corrupt 
and damaging legacy”.

If you are an Institute members and would like 
to serve on the PPB and help in its campaigns for 
professional practice issues in the coming year, please 
email timcrook@cioj.org .

CHARITIES:
At the Institute’s AGM members were asked to vote 
on a motion which sought to merge the Benevolent, 
Orphan and Pension Funds.  The motion was amended 
to ask Council to investigate the proposal and provide 
more detail on what would be involved.  During the 
course of 2017, Council has held a consultation with 
members seeking their views on the merger.  The 
matter will be returned to the 2017 AGM for further 
discussion.

Orphan Fund
The support of children and young people is a 
wonderful benefit for all journalists who were 
members of the CIoJ and although, for data 
protection purposes, that work remains private for 
the individuals involved, it is incredibly rewarding.

The Fund supports three beneficiaries and dispensed 
more than £41,000 in support of the funds activities.  
The value of the Fund’s investments increased by 
more than £167,000, to more than £2.6m, which 
yielded in excess of £104,000 income.

The work in the past year has also been challenging 
as the trustees have a responsibility to look after 
individual children of various ages who need to 
have their educational support managed as if their 
journalist parent were still around.  While the charity 
is clear that will happen while the child is still in full 
time education, for the trustees they have been asked 
to consider a  young person taking post graduate 
qualifications. And the requests have included 
tuition costs, living expenses, driving lessons and 
for younger children additional help with music or 
dance classes. 

Most trustees also take the opportunity to go for 
an annual lunch with the young people so they can 
actively engage with them and assess for themselves 
how each child is doing in a relaxed social setting. 
This has made it far easier to make decisions based 
on the real circumstances and provide additional 
guidance in a constructive way. 

The charity and myself as Chairman also welcomed 
the additional support of the Chief Executive of the 
CIoJ, Dominic Cooper who spends time and effort 
building bridges with the families to make sure each 
child’s needs are carefully assessed and advice on fully 
meeting the charity rules. He has also been on hand 
numerous times when quick and decisive action 
is needed or when a request is received requiring 
sensitive handling.

Finally huge thanks to each and every trustee for 
their care in making those decisions as this is never 
easy when it affects a child or young person in the 
absence of a parent.

Liz Justice, Chairman

Oak Hill & T P O’ Connor Fund
The Oak Hill & T P O’Connor Fund and the 
Pensions Fund were again administered by the same 
committee of Trustees during the course of 2016.  
The Oak Hill & T P O’Connor Fund provided 
grants to two members totalling £2,125.  Income 
for the year was £7.064 (2015 - £7,419) and the 

total value of the Fund now stands at £220,845 
(2015 – £203,617).

Though the Fund’s dedicated, talented and fast-
reacting committee members were called upon to 
help very few CIoJ members during the past year, 
their assistance was undoubtedly much appreciated. 
However, their constant worry is that journalists 
in need, whether because of health problems or 
any other reason, are just too embarrassed to ask. 
Sometimes the first indication is a request to Head 
Office to resign because of an inability to afford 
that year’s subscription. But for CIoJ members, one 
of the Fund’s first acts in such circumstances is to 
keep the member’s status fully alive, by taking care 
of that payment. Beyond that, there are a variety of 
ways the Fund can help, within its own financial 
limitations. Above all, though, everything related 
to a request is ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENTIAL. 
Not even Council Members know the identity of 
anyone helped by the Fund, whether or not members 
of the Institute.

It is noteworthy that, because of the difference in 
scope, proposals to merge certain of the Institute’s 
charity committees will not affect the Oak Hill & 
T.P. O’Connor Fund.

Pension Fund
Sadly, one pensioner died during the year, which 
meant that the total support provided was reduced 
from the previous year.

A total of £5,490 (2015 – £6.800) was shared by 
the current five pensioners in 2016. Income for the 
year was £8,123 (2015 – £9,312).  The total value of 
the Fund is currently £242,364 (2015 - £224,993).

At its meeting in February of this year, the committee 
were pleased to agree an increase to the monthly 
pension as well as to the traditional Christmas gift. 

Kenneth J A Brookes, Chairman & Senior Trustee

Benevolent Fund
The fund supports members, and their dependants, 
through times of financial hardship, and the call on 
support from the fund did not increase from 2015.  

In all, the Fund supported a total of six members 
during 2016 (2015 – 6 members) with grants 
totalling £9,449 (2015 – £5,225).  No loans were 
provided (2015 – £4,100).

Incoming resources for 2016 were slightly reduced 
to £12,287 (2015 - £12,391), but the total value 
of the Fund increased through the year to just over 
£304k (2015 - £285k).

Dominic Cooper, Trustee

DEATHS:
It is with great sadness that your Council reports the 
deaths of 7 members during the year.  Among those 
who passed away were some significant stalwarts of the 
Institute including past president Lois Hainsworth, 
Syd Gillingham, John Hosken and Peter Bowes.

Signed
Mark Croucher, President
Dominic Cooper, Chief Executive
23 September 2017
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