
Saturday, October 15
Held at the Royal Bath Hotel, Bournemouth

The members were welcomed and the President outlined the 
day’s events. 

IoJ(TU) session – strictly non-employing members ONLY
The following business was transacted: 

1. The Vice President took the chair and, in the absense of the 
chairman of the Professional Practices Board (PPB), Tim Crook, 
delivered a report on the activities of the Board. 

2. The General Secretary, Dominic Cooper, delivered his report on 
the support that had been provided to members over the last 
year and thanked the Board for its assistance through the year.

3. The Honorary Treasurer, Mr Michael Hardware, moved that the 
audited accounts of the Institute of Journalists (TU) for 2015 be 
received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

4. Members then had a question and answer session with the PPB 
Chairman, Vice Chairman and the General Secretary. 

5. The Chairman moved from the chair that all members nominated 
for the Board be elected.  The following members were elected 
to serve for 2016/17:

 Janice Shillum Bhend, Campbell Thomas, Tim Crook, Norman 
Bartlett, Andrew Kelly and Jim Filbin, Alistair Riddell and Adela 
Earlington.  Tim Crook was re-elected Chairman.

Outcome: Carried

THE CHARITIES
6.  Reports by Chairmen of the Institute’s Charities:
 The Chief Executive delivered a report on the activities of the 

Orphan Fund and moved that the 2015 audited accounts of the 
Fund be received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

 Dominic Cooper delivered his report on the activities of the 
Benevolent Fund and moved that the 2015 audited accounts of 
the Fund be received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

 Ken Brookes delivered his report on the activities of the Oak 
Hill and TP O’Connor Fund and moved that the 2015 audited 
accounts of the Fund be received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

 Ken Brookes delivered his report on the activities of the Pension 
Fund and moved that the 2015 audited accounts of the Fund be 
received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

7. Members then had a question and answer session on the work 
of the CIoJ and its charities.

CIoJ session
The following formal business was transacted:

8.  The President, Mark Croucher, took the Chair and delivered his 
presidential address.

9.  The Honorary Treasurer, Mr Michael Hardware moved: that 
the audited accounts of the Chartered Institute of Journalists 
and its charities for 2015 be received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

10.  The President moved: that the 131st report of the Chartered 
Institute of Journalists and the IoJ(TU) as submitted to the 
membership be received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

11.  The President moved that any unfinished business by the end 
of the meeting shall be referred for consideration by Council.

Outcome: Carried

12. Resolution:  Subscription increase
 Proposed by the Honorary Treasurer
 The Institute has not increased its subscription rates for over 

a decade, while costs have increased significantly over the 
same period. As such, it is proposed that subscription rates 
are increased by around 2.5 per cent. This would mean Full 
Membership would increase from £195 per year to £199, with 

the monthly payment option rising to £16.50. International 
membership would rise from £133 to £136 per annum, trainee 
membership from £97.50 to £99 and affiliates from £133 to 
£136. Student rates would remain at £10 for two years.

Outcome: Carried

13. Resolutions: Charities merger
 Proposed by Norman Bartlett, seconded by Karen Birch
 In order that finances of the charities be simplified, management 

control improved, consistency in approach be encouraged and 
the administrative load on Head Office be eased, Conference 
requests Council to arrange investigate, with the agreement of 
the Charity Commission, for the Orphan Fund, Benevolent Fund 
and Pensions Fund to be merged as a single charity overseen 
by one set of Trustees so that the Institute’s reserved charitable 
funds shall be more fit for purpose in today’s social environment. 

This motion was amended from the floor
Outcome: Carried

14.  Resolution: New code of ethics
 Proposed by Tim Crook, seconded by Michael Hardware
 The PPB proposes a root and branch investigation into developing 

and setting a positive and new approach for journalistic ethics in 
the 21st century taking into account the new digital, online and 
more global role and responsibility for journalists as well as the 
pressures journalists face from the abuse of journalists’ rights 
by government, other state bodies and private corporations, 
and the unrelenting attack on freedom of expression and media 
freedom from all quarters. 

 The PPB will draw up a new code of ethics and standards that 
confirms and asserts a constitutional role for journalism that 
protects democracy, liberty and freedom, and promotes a 
positive and enhanced reputation for journalists in society for 
consideration by a conference in due course.

This motion was amended from the floor
Outcome: Carried

15. Resolution: Charter mark
 Proposed by Mark Croucher, seconded by Ken Brookes
 Recognising the need for journalistic standards and integrity to 

be upheld in the on-line media, this AGM authorises Council to 
introduce a CIoJ ‘Chartermark’ for on-line news organisations 
and news blogs which will indicate that such organisations and 
blogs operate within the guidelines set down in the Editor’s 
Code of Conduct and the Institute’s own Code of Practise. This 
AGM further authorises the Council, after consulting with the 
Professional Practises Board, to empanel a body – possibly a body 
corporate with directors appointed by Council – to set fees and 
to hear grievances relating to websites granted a ‘Chartermark’.

Outcome: Carried

16. Resolution:  Copyright
 Proposed by Kenneth Brookes, seconded by Mike Wattam 
 Bearing in mind the three main “Moral Rights” listed in the 

Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 and affecting 
journalistic works not made in the course of employment (where 
the copyright is initially vested in the employer): 

 1. the right to be identified as author (the so-called “paternity 
right”); 

 2. the right to object to derogatory treatment of the work; 
and 

 3. the right not to have a work falsely attributed to him or 
her. 

 and also bearing in mind the possible opportunities for revision 
of the Act currently and in the near future: 

 Conference resolves that Council should restart and extend its 
long-standing campaign to revise the Act, with the following 
aims: 

 (a) The exception granted to newspapers and magazines in 
respect of Moral Right 2 (above) shall be rescinded; 

 (b) The exception granted to newspapers and magazines 
in respect of Moral Right 3 (above) shall be rescinded, 
except for items of a pseudo-autobiographical nature (eg 
‘ghost-writing’) 

 (c) Moral Rights shall be perpetual, non-transferable and 
non-waivable, as are, for example, Artists Resale Rights 
(see http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2006/20060346.htm). 
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 (d) As has long been the case with Copyright generally, in 
accordance with international conventions, Moral Right 1 
(the ‘paternity’ right) shall no longer need to be asserted 
in order to be valid. 

 (e) Except for cases where they are complete facsimile 
reproductions of printed newspapers or magazines with 
ISSN registration, electronic publications shall be subject 
to the provisions of CDPA 1988 and its successors for 
purposes of Moral Rights applicability, but without any 
special exclusions granted to newspapers and magazines. 

 (f) Full ‘metadata’ (electronic details of author, copyright 
owner, date of authorship etc) to accompany all copyright 
material, including written work and illustrations, 
whenever electronically published, archived, broadcast, 
licensed or otherwise similarly employed. 

 Furthermore, the Institute offers its support to kindred workers 
in other creative industries with similar or related problems. 

Outcome: Carried

17. Resolution: PPB Chairman
 Proposed by Mark Croucher
 To reflect the increased importance and workload of the 

Professional Practises Board, the Chairman of the PPB shall be 
elected bi-annually for a period of 2 years alongside the Vice-
President and Council by ballot of all eligible members. The 
Chairman of the PPB shall be an ex-officio member of council, 
and an Honorary Vice President of the Institute. The current 
President of the Professional Practises Board shall remain in 
office until the next scheduled elections for Vice President and 
Council in December 2018, and shall be appointed an Honorary 
Vice President of the Institute effective immediately should this 
motion pass.

Outcome: motion withdrawn

18. Resolution: Change to IoJ[TU] Standing Orders
 Proposed by Ken Brookes
 To better reflect the reassumption of Trade Union activities by 

the Institute of Journalists, the former Salararies and Conditions 
Board shall revert to its original name by:

 1   Wherever it occurs in Standing Orders and other IoJ 
publications, DELETE the words “Professional Practices Board’ 
and substitute ‘Salaries and Conditions Board’. Similarly delete 
‘PPB’ and substitute ‘S&CB.’

 2   Delete the first sentence of S.O. 61,7 and substitute ‘The 
Salaries and Conditions Board will report to and take instructions 
from the Council of the IoJ(TU). Regular reports of its activity 
will be conveyed to members through the Journal and otherwise 
as appropriate.’

 [HISTORICAL NOTE: The S&CB existed for many years as part 
of the Institute of Journalists, when employing members were 
excluded from all TU activity. During the ‘Trial Marriage’ with the 
NUJ in the 1970s, most TU activity was assigned to the NUJ and 
the S&CB was effectively suspended. When the Trial Marriage 
ended in divorce, the IoJ affiliated for a time with other non-TUC 
unions and again the S&CB had nothing to do. At about that time I 
proposed changing the name to the Professional Practices Board, 
to indicate a new function that EXCLUDED trade union activity. 
Finally the IoJ reacquired its original functions, but the Privy 
Council, when suggesting the name change to the Chartered 
Institute, insisted on ‘formal’ separation from the parallel 
IoJ(TU). We should have changed the name of the PPB back to 
S&CB at that time, to confirm the readoption of its important 
TU functions, but neglected to do so. Hence this proposal is an 
attempt to rectify the situation and update Standing Orders 
appropriately.].

Outcome: motion withdrawn

19. Resolution: Rule change
 Proposed by Norman Bartlett
 Conference recommends that for purposes of clarification the 

words “which is independent of the Council but” be deleted from 
the definition of The Professional Practices Board in Standing 
Order 1.1

Outcome: motion withdrawn

Following a long debate at a meeting of the Institute’s Council, the 
above three motions [17, 18 & 19], all relating to the organisation 
of the IoJ [TU] and the Professional Practices Board, were 
withdrawn by their respective proposers.  Council then agreed the 
following emergency motion which was put to the AGM:

 Conference asks Council to review the organisational structure 
of the CIoJ and the IoJ [TU] and report to a general meeting 
with its recommendations.

Outcome: Carried

20. Resolution: New membership category
 Proposed By Mark Croucher
 Recognising the growing importance of electronic and on-line 

media within journalism, AGM approves of the creation of two 
new categories of membership as follows: 

 The eMCIJ, for journalists working in electronic media who would 
otherwise qualify for full membership of the Institute. 

 The AeMCIJ, equating to the existing Affiliate membership, for 
those who work in electronic media but who do not earn the 
majority of their income from it.

Outcome: motion withdrawn

21. Resolution:  Charity rule change
 Proposed by Ken Brookes, seconded by Michael Hardware
 To clarify the Standing Order so that S.O. 33.1 will now read as 

follows:
 The objects of the Oak Hill and T P O’Connor Fund are to assist 

journalists financially whether Members of the Institute or not 
who are sick aged or recuperating after illness. Contributions 
can be made towards medical treatment or to assist with 
general living expenses if in either case recipients are in poor 
and necessitous circumstances.

This motion was amended from the floor
Outcome: Carried

 

In the evening members enjoyed an informal dinner.


