
The early part of 2015 saw a number 
of attacks on the freedom of the 
press, some more direct than others.  

The attack by jihadi terrorists on the offices 
of Charlie Hebdo, a French satirical weekly 
newspaper, was a direct effort to curb that 
publication’s reporting of religious issues, 
in an effort to send a warning to other 
publications.  While the UK Government 
rightly condemned the attack, it was itself 
turning a blind eye to the fact that police 
forces in the UK were using the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers Act (RIPA) to access the 
communication data of journalists in order 
to unmask their sources.  The legislation was 
designed to aid police forces detect acts of 
terrorism, however this (mis)use of the Act 
simply allowed police to prosecute a number 
of journalists’ sources and send a shock-wave 
of implications for press freedoms through 
the industry.

The Institute did not let up in its fight to 
expose the use of RIPA by police forces 
and has continued to campaign against 
the abuse of this legislation.  The Institute 
has argued that prior to RIPA there were 
already laws in place to deal with journalists’ 
communications and the police should have 
been using those laws instead.  Elsewhere 
in this Annual Report you will read of the 
Institute’s campaigning efforts on this front 
as well as others.

FINANCE:
This was a challenging year for the Institute’s 
finances.  Income dramatically dropped from 
the previous year, particularly subscription 
income.  However, the outgoing expenses 
had been successfully managed in order to 
limit the effect of the reduced income.  As a 
result, the General Fund’s accounts show a 
small profit of £5,900.

The reduced income was no doubt the effect 
of recent challenging times in the industry.  If 
members are not working, then subscription 
tends to be the last bill to be paid, if at all.  
The Chief Executive and Honorary Treasurer 
have kept a vigilant eye on income for the 
current year (2016) in order to manage any 
continuing downturn of income.  So far, 
things are looking a little more positive in 
that area.

The disbursement to the IoJ (TU) was, as in 
2014, reduced slightly but this did not impact 
on Trade Union activities as a healthy cash 
balance has been maintained in that fund 
for a number of years.  The 2015 accounts do 
show a deficit of £7,000 for the year; although 
during the first half of 2016 the funds have 

subsequently recovered.

Once again the Institute’s charitable funds 
have supported members and their families; 
this to the tune of £55,200 (2014 - £56,000).

The Institute’s Council is confident that the 
organisation is able to continue to fulfil its 
obligations to its members.

Vice-Presidential Installation:
In 2015 Mark Croucher was elected to office 
as the Institute’s new Vice-President.  Mark 
pledged that vigilance in defence of press 
freedom would be at the top of his agenda.  
(Mark moved up to the position of President 
in February 2016).

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
For the first time in many years, the Institute’s 
AGM was held in Birmingham.

The event was well attended and members 
discussed a range of issues including the 
sentimentality of news presentation, the 
re-affirming of a commitment to freedom of 
speech, and, changing the level of financial 
support that might be administered to 
members, and their families, through the 
Institute’s charitable funds.  In the evening, 
members enjoyed an informal dinner.

CAMPAIGNING:
During the year the Board’s Chairman 
Amanda Brodie was forced to step down 
from her position due to ill health.  The 
Board elected Tim Crook, former broadcast 
journalist and professor of media at 
Goldsmiths College, as its new Chairman.

The Institute’s Professional Practices Board 
continued to fight on behalf of members, 
and the wider journalistic community, on a 
number of fronts.  

Safeguarding Local Press
PPB Chairman, Amanda Brodie, took part 
in an all party parliamentary group meeting 
on the crisis in local newspapers.  The 
Institute’s submission to the group pointed 
out that great swathes of local newspapers 
had been lost in the recent financial crisis.  
Also, that one newspaper group had recently 
announced plans to reduce its workforce by 
50 per cent by 2020.  In place of trained 
journalists would be amateur contributions 
from ‘community contributors’.  We warned 
of the implications that this would have for 
the industry and implored MPs to do all 
they could to support the industry. 

Freedom of Information
Towards the end of the year the government 

set up an independent commission to look 
into the effectiveness of the FoI act and 
make recommendations on how it might 
be re-shaped for the future.  The fear was 
that greater restrictions would be imposed 
on the kind of information available under 
FoI, and that fees might be imposed for 
that information.

The Institute’s submission pointed out 
that the act had become an essential as 
a journalists’ source of information.  We 
argued that ‘absolute exemptions’ should 
be subject to a public interest test after 50 
years in order that more information might 
be accessed.  We also argued that the time 
taken to go through the appeals decision 
was inordinately long and efforts should be 
made to streamline that part of the process.  
We opposed the increasing of charges for 
information by pointing out that the cost 
burden placed on organisations could be 
reduced by routinely making information 
available through their communications 
departments.

PPB Chair Tim Crook has been pursuing 
a complex challenge to the absolute 
exemption in relation to information 
concerning ‘security bodies’ and experienced 
the problems of being blocked from files 
relating to events more than 70 years ago. 
The fact that there is no public interest test 
seems to undermine the purpose of setting 
a factual account of significant history.  His 
continuing experiences have informed the 
Institute’s policy and understanding on FoI 
procedures, fairness and efficiency. 

Save our Sources
The Institute put the weight of its support 
behind the Press Gazette’s campaign to 
‘Save Our Sources’.  The campaign was an 
effort by the industry to protect whistle-
blowers and other journalist sources, who 
had found themselves exposed following the 
use of RIPA, by a number of police forces, 
to monitor journalists’ communications.  
Journalists suddenly found that many 
people who had once been willing to talk 
to the Press were now reluctant in case they 
were exposed.

During the course of the year it became 
clear, from a report by the Interception of 
Communications Commissioners Office, 
that 19 police forces had used RIPA in order 
to access journalists’ communications data.  
Those 19 police forces made 608 RIPA 
applications in the past three years.

Freedom of Information requests to police 
forces seeking more information about 
that force’s use of RIPA, were considered 
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‘vexatious litigants’ and the force refused 
to provide any information.

The Institute wrote to Government 
Ministers seeking their support to curtail 
the use of RIPA, pointing out the damaging 
effects that these actions will have on access 
to information which could very well be in 
the public interest.

The campaign was partially successful in 
that it caused an interim amendment that 
required any agency seeking to use RIPA to 
access journalist information would have to 
get judicial authority before it did so.  

However the fight still goes on because 
equally damaging invasions into journalist 
communications were identified in the 
Communications Data Bill which has 
been dubbed the Snoopers’ Charter.  We 
continue to fight this battle on behalf of 
our members.

In the meantime, PPB Chair, Tim Crook, 
has been liaising with the lawyers for one 
of the sources arrested and jailed in the 
Met Police Operation Elveden. Whereas 
the vast majority of journalists charged and 
prosecuted have been acquitted, or charges 
withdrawn, this is not the case with the 
sources betrayed to the police by News 
Group and Trinity Mirror. 

The Institute is the only professional 
journalist association expressing and 
providing consulting support to Elveden 
source, Robert Norman, who has appealed 
his sentence and conviction on the basis of 
journalistic protection of source principles.

Ethics and Research briefings:
The PPB is working on series of detailed 
research reports on leading issues affecting 
the journalism profession. These include 
briefings on the problems of expanding 
post  Leveson Inquiry Regulat ion, 
protection of journalists’ sources, the 
decline in employment, security and pay 
and conditions for UK journalists, and a 
development of a new ethical vision for 
journalists in the 21st century.

CHARITIES:
At the Institute’s AGM members voted to 
increase the maximum amount of support 
that might be offered to any one member 
from £3000 to £10,000.

Orphan Fund
During the course of 2015 the Orphan 
Fund took on the responsibility for a fourth 
beneficiary, whose father, a photographic 
member of the Institute, had died in 
distressing circumstances a few years 

before.  The young lady concerned was 
looking to enter further education to 
study architecture.  The Trustees also 
had to consider an application from an 
existing beneficiary who was interested in 
furthering his education by studying for a 
Master’s Degree in history.  The Trustees 
were happy to provide support on both 
occasions in order to offer the best possible 
hope for the future of these two bright 
young individuals.

This has meant that the Fund now supports 
four beneficiaries and resulted in increased 
grants to them of just over £35,000 for 
the year.  The additional costs were amply 
covered by the Fund’s investments which 
yielded in excess of £106,000.  Trustees 
reinvested £60,000 during the year which 
meant that investment values increased by 
£62,000 to just over £2.3m.

Once again, the Trustees held an informal 
luncheon for beneficiaries in order 
that a more personal contact might be 
maintained.  The added benefit of which 
is that beneficiaries are able to gain a better 
understanding of support that the Fund 
might offer to them.

At the beginning of this year (2016) a senior 
figure from one of the Fund’s investment 
companies was invited to attend the first 
quarterly meeting of Trustees in order to 
explain his company’s investment values 
and performance.  The Trustees found 
this very helpful in assessing whether the 
Fund’s investments were being managed 
on a prudent and ethical basis, and were 
satisfied that this was the case. 

From a personal point of view, I want to 
praise the work done by Dominic Cooper, 
who acts as secretary to the Orphan Fund.  
Despite the fact that he combines this role 
with that of Chief Executive of the CIoJ as 
well as General Secretary of the IoJ (TU), 
he has had to carry the main burden of 
keeping in touch with out orphans and with 
constantly having to monitor their progress 
in addition with dealing with any difficulties 
they might be encountering.

To this end I am sure that the membership 
will with to join me in offering Dominic a 
most hearty vote of thanks for a job very 
well done.

Mike Moriarty, Chairman

Oak Hill & T P O’ Connor Fund
The Oak Hill & T P O’Connor Fund and 
the Pensions Fund were again administered 
by the same committee of Trustees during 
the course of 2015.  The Oak Hill & T P 

O’Connor Fund provided three grants to 
members totalling £4,140 (2014 – 1 grant 
- £450).  Income for the year increased to 
£7,419 (2014 - £6,929) and the total value 
of the Fund now stands at £203,000 (2014 
– £201,000).

Pension Fund
We are sorry to report that the Pensions 
Fund lost two beneficiaries during the 
year.  This meant that the Fund was now 
supporting five pensioners.  A total of 
£6,800 was dispensed to members (2014 – 
£6,805) and income for the year was £9,312 
(2014 – £8,708).  The total value of the 
Fund hardly changed during the year and 
is currently just over £224,000.

During the course of the year trustees 
advertised the pension vacancy through the 
Institute’s print and email communications.  
Towards the end of the year an application 
was received from a member and was 
subsequently approved by the trustees.

Ken Brookes, Trustee

Benevolent Fund
In many ways we are pleased to report that 
the demand for assistance from this Fund 
reduced during 2015.  This is because the 
fund exists to support members, and their 
dependants, through times of financial 
hardship.  It is the hope of the trustees that 
the reduction in the need for support is 
due to the fact that things are improving 
for our members.  

The Fund supported a total of five members 
during 2015 (2014 – 13 members) with 
grants totalling £5,225 (2014 – £5,045) 
and loans totalling £4,100 (2014 – £4,500).

Incoming resources for 2015 were slightly 
reduced to £12,391 (2014 - £14,814), 
but the total value of the Fund marginally 
increased through the year to just over 
£285k (2014 - £281k).

Dominic Cooper, Trustee

DEATHS:
It is with great sadness that your Council 
reports the deaths of 11 members during the 
year.  Among those who passed away were 
some significant stalwarts of the Institute 
including Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, Mary 
Tomlinson, Rodney Bennett England, 
Barbara Hutchinson, Archie McPherson and 
Institute pensioner Beth Carr.

Signed
Mark Croucher, President
Dominic Cooper, General Secretary
23 September 2016
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