
Saturday, October 24
Held at the Hotel IBIS, Birmingham

The members were welcomed and the President outlined the 
day’s events. 

IoJ(TU) session – strictly non-employing members ONLY
The following business was transacted: 

1. The Chairman of the Professional Practices Board (PPB), Tim 
Crook, took the Chair and delivered his report on the activities 
of the Board. 

Mr Crook informed the members that he had taken over from the previous 
chairman, Amanda Brodie, due to illness which had prevented her 
from continuing in the role.  Mr Crook paid tribute to the work 
that Ms Brodie had done during her tenure.  The President, Paul 
Leighton, reinterated Mr Crook’s comments, adding that Ms Brodie 
had devoted a great deal of time to the work of the Board and 
that the Institute should be immensely grateful.  A formal vote 
of thanks was proposed and supported by acclamation.

2. The General Secretary, Dominic Cooper, delivered his report on 
the support that had been provided to members over the last 
year and thanked the Board for its assistance through the year.

3. The Honorary Treasurer, Mr Michael Hardware, moved that the 
audited accounts of the Institute of Journalists (TU) for 2014 be 
received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

4. Members then had a question and answer session with the PPB 
Chairman, Vice Chairman and the General Secretary. 

5. The Chairman moved from the chair that all members nominated 
for the Board be elected.  The following members were elected 
to serve for 2015/16:

 Janice Shillum Bhend, Campbell Thomas, Tim Crook, Norman 
Bartlett, Andrew Kelly and Jim Filbin.  Tim Crook was re-elected 
Chairman.

Outcome: Carried

THE CHARITIES
6.  Reports by Chairmen of the Institute’s Charities:

 Mike Moriarty delivered his report on the activities of the Orphan 
Fund and moved that the 2014 audited accounts of the Fund be 
received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

 Dominic Cooper delivered his report on the activities of the 
Benevolent Fund and moved that the 2014 audited accounts of 
the Fund be received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

 Ken Brookes delivered his report on the activities of the Oak Hill 
and TP O’Connor Fund and moved that the 2014 audited accounts 
of the Fund be received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

 Ken Brookes delivered his report on the activities of the Pension 
Fund and moved that the 2014 audited accounts of the Fund be 
received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

7. Members then had a question and answer session on the work 
of the CIoJ and its charities.

CIoJ session
The following formal business was transacted:

8.  The President, Paul Leighton, took the Chair and delivered his 
presidential address.

9.  The Honorary Treasurer, Mr Michael Hardware moved: that the 
audited accounts of the Chartered Institute of Journalists and its 
charities for 2014 be received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

10.  The President moved: that the 130th report of the Chartered 
Institute of Journalists and the IoJ(TU) as submitted to the 
membership be received and adopted.

Outcome: Carried

11.  The President moved that any unfinished business by the end of 
the meeting shall be referred for consideration by Council.

Outcome: Carried

12. Resolution: Election of Professional Practices Board Vice Chairman
 Proposed by the Professional Practices Board
 To alter Standing Order 61.4 as follows;
 61.4 The Professional Practices Board shall normally confer 

by electronic communication but will meet at least once in each 
year, with other meetings as necessary at the discretion of the 
General Secretary and Chairman.  At its first meeting in each 
year, the Board may elect from its own Members a Chairman and 
Vice Chairman.  Between meetings of the Board the chairman 
and in his or her absence, the vice chairman, shall be vested with 
the full powers of the Board to manage those affairs for which 
the Board is responsible, subject to the direction and approval 
of the Board.   Members of the Board shall be entitled to receive 
payment of travelling expenses on the scale provided for and in 
accordance with the conditions set out in S.O.17.

This motion was amended from the floor
Outcome: Carried

A further motion was proposed from the floor, by Ken Brookes 
and seconded by Mark Croucher, to “delete, in entirety, 

Standing Order 61.5”.  The proposal was carried unanimously

 
13. Resolution: Charity rules
 Proposed by Council 
 To amend Standing Order 29.2 to:
 29.2 No benefit of any nature to any individual Member or 

person shall exceed £10,000 by way of gross sum.
This motion was amended from the floor.  The amendment, 

proposed by Norman Bartlett and seconded by Stefan Paetow, 
was to delete the standing order entirely.

Outcome: the proposal, as amended from the floor, was carried 
unanimously

14. Resolution: TU rule change
 Proposed by Mark Croucher, seconded by Norman Bartlett
 To alter rule 61.8 as follows: 
 61.8  The Chairman of the PPB will report to Council and regular 

reports of its activity will be conveyed to members through The 
Journal. An annual report of the PPB will accompany the annual 
accounts submitted to the IoJ(TU) membership.

Outcome: Carried

15. Resolution
 Proposed by Roger Bush, seconded by Mike Moriarty
 This Conference notes with dismay the wave of sentimentality 

that has engulfed television news channels and would like to see 
a return to unweighted factual reporting of events, particularly 
those which could become the subject of legal process.

Outcome: Carried

16. Resolution
 Proposed by Paul Leighton, seconded by Roger Bush
 This Institute re-affirms its total commitment to Freedom of 

Speech and Freedom of the Press; freedom to speak freely, and 
publish and be damned - including the right to offend. If freedom 
of speech means what we say it means,it must also include the 
duty for us to be tolerant of views we dislike or even hate.  

 “If Liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell people 
what they don’t want to hear” (George Orwell)

This motion was amended from the floor
Outcome: Carried

In the evening members enjoyed an informal dinner.
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